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President Thanks

I wish to thank you for all the support extended to me in
highlighting the issue of paper prices and conversion costs. I
also wish to congratulate all of you for the hard work done in
organising the meetings and press conferences. The response
has been overwhelming as is evident from the gathering at the
meetings and the wide coverage received from the media.

The STRIKE has been highly publicized. I have been
receiving calls from corrugators (members and non members)
from across the country as well as from the media. Most
consumers are also aware of the STRIKE and we are very
hopeful of positive results.

The next three days are crucial. We have done the ground
work, now we need to keep the momentum going and to make
this strike successful.

Thanks,

Satish Tyagi
President, FCBM
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The bandh call given by us has been successful.
We have been patrolling Industrial area wise and the

response was very positive and almost all the units observed

the bandh.

In the evening at APCMA office, we had a review meeting

of all members of area wise patrolling committee and the report

turned out to be good.
I personally have been patrolling the industrial areas along

with our Past President, Mr. Gopalachary ji and Vice President

Mr. Bharat ji to oversee the success of the bandh. Many of our

Committee Members and other members also took enormous

pain throughout the day in assisting us in our tasks.
Further to our teletalks yesterday, I wish to inform you that

we had two emergency general meetings of members as well

as non members, one on 17th June, attended by more than

100 unit members and the other on 24th June attended by

approximately 140 unit members. The response was very

good.

We have also formed area wise committees for smooth

closure of units during June 29th July 1st.On 25th June we had a press conference wherein about

7 TV Channels and 25 dailies have attended. Subsequently

they have given a good coverage. I hope you must have already

gone through the clippings.G. B. ShenoyPresident, APCMA

As you must be aware, FCBM has called an All India Strike

of Corrugation Units from 29.06.08 to 01.07.08 to protest

the erratic price increase & create awareness amongst

customers & government authorities. The strike is fully

supported by all Regional Associations including EICMA.

We have updated our web site www.eicbma.com with the

following:
1) Appeal by President, Sri Hemant Saraogi apprising

members of the situation & steps to be taken to make the

strike successful.2) Copy of Press Release to be issued to print media.

3) A suggested Format letter for our customers.

You will get all the details on clicking on a scroll regarding

strike running on top of the home page.

Further, we are planning to conduct a press conference &

Extra Ordinary General Body Meeting next week. Dates will

be intimated to you in due course.
Hemant Saraogi

President, EICMA

We had a meeting of our association (GCBMA) at

Ahmedabad yesterday. More than 100 members were gathered

and unanimously decided to close the units for three days (29th

June to 1st July, 2008) to support our all India strike and make

it successful. At the same time the press note will be released

in the local news paper during these days to create awareness.

Dharmendra Pandya

President, GCBMA

We at SICBMA have called a members m
eeting on 25th

and the turnout of members w
ere beyond our expectations.

About 140 people including – both members and non-members

attended.

Everybody was in support of the Strike and agreed to close

their units.

We had organised the press m
eet yesterday and the

response was good, and It h
as been published in 4 local

language papers to
day, we expect m

ore will fo
llow in other

papers.

Our members were also of the opinion that Big

advertise
ment should come at national level and we support

the suggestion given by Mr. Hemant Saraoagi here under.

Lalit L
ath

President, SICBMA

REPORTS FROM
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We (UPCBMA) are trying our best to make this strike

successful. We have displayed banners in whole Noida as well

we Noida Phase II and we have also delivered hand bills all

over.

We are organising a rally on wide scale on Monday which

will be covered by Press and Media to create impact on the

strike.

Sanjiv Dhingra

President, UPCBMA

REGIONS

The Emergency Meeting held under banner of WICMA on

24th June, 2008 was a huge success where – 169 members

and 93 non-members were present. The Emergency Meeting

took some decisions concerning the burning issue of conversion

cost and frequent rise in paper prices.

1) The decision taken by F C B M Managing Committee was

endorsed and every body agreed to keep the units closed

for THREE days from 29th June to 1st July, 2008 as per

the circular issued by F C B M President Shri Satish Tyagi.

2) To offset the increase in conversion cost and price of kraft

paper it was decided to ask increase in conversion cost by

Rs.2/- from clients, uniformly by all the corrugators.

3) It was deliberated that participation in e-bidding is unviable

in view of the continuously higher fluctuations.

4) It was decided to review the position after one month and

take action looking to the response of suppliers and

customers.
All the above decisions were taken UNANIMOUSLY, after

exhaustive discussion.Pradip Bosmaya
President, WICMA
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NDTV telecast focused on
the Do or Die situation in the industry.

When the packaging price goes up,
every company in the country has increased
the prices of their products citing inflation.
But the packaging industry is reeling under
tremendous margin pressure, as the
customers are not willing to pay more. Now
corrugated box industry is on three days
strike demanding a hike in price.

The corrugated box industry remains shut down. The 10,000
crore rupees industry is demanding 25% hike in prices.

The cost of raw materials, they say that, has risen by 30%.
But, the customers including many multi nationals have been
resisting any rise in the cost since the past 4 years. The present
inflation has hit them hard.

Mr. K. Anil Kumar Reddy,
Vice President, FCBM

We will be forced to close our units and
lakhs of people will go out of employment.

Mr. Lalit Lath, President, SICBMA

The Government should rationalize the
excise duty on corrugated boxes and help
the industry survive.

Mr. Chand Das, Chief Executive, ITC

The customers say they are helpless as
any further hike will only burden further
consumers.

Some of them have come forward and
made some interesting suggestions.
Hopefully, with all these, we should be able
to manage, where we can contain the
situation.

NDTV Reporter

It is do or die situation for the
corrugated box industry. The crisis has
brought them together to fight it out.

Their message is clear…

Don’t take us for a ride.
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One-day Seminar on
Quality Management
on 12th April, 2008
In association with National Centre for Quality
Management (NCQM).

Welcoming the guest speakers Mr. Pradip Bosmaya,
President, WICMA, observed how Quality Management is
important in any set up, more so in CFB industry.

Prof. H. C. Patel, Hon. Secretary, National Centre for
Quality Management, briefly highlighted the objectives of the
Seminar. Dr. R. H. G. Rau, Past-President, NCQM and former
Corporate Quality Advisor, RPG Enterprises delivered keynote
address.

The first technical session was chaired by Mr. Baldev Mehta,
Vice Chairman, WICMA R&D.

One of the panel members, Mr. R. P. Soochak, Packaging
Consultant, spoke in detail about the Importance of Consistent
Quality.

Prof. N. C. Saha, Prof. and Head Laboratories Div., Indian
Institute of Packaging (IIP), spoke about the various scientific
tests for CF boards and boxes. Mr. D. V. Shenoy, Manager
QA, Align Components (P) Ltd., spoke from experience, how
quality management is practiced in a CFB plant.

Western India Corrugated Box
Manufacturers’ Association

Mr. Deepak Killawala, Vice Chairman, WICMA R&D
Centre, briefly explained the various activities of WICMA R&D
Centre.

In the afternoon session, chaired by Mr. Pankaj Shah,
Chairman, WICMA R&D Centre, panel member Dr. R. H. G.
Rau gave a detailed presentation, with examples and case
studies.

In the last session, various questions raised by the
participants were cleared.

The seminar ended with vote of thanks from Mr. Bharat
Parekh, Hon. Secretary, WICMA. The seminar was attended
by around 40 participants.

★ ★ ★

Seminar on
Costing and Cost Reduction
26th July, 2008 – Kolhapur

WICMA is organising one-day seminar on 26th July, 2008
at Hotel Vrishali Executive, Kolhapur. The objective of the
seminar is to explain the correct and scientific method of
estimating the product (the box) cost and discuss ways and
means to further reduce the cost. WICMA members who have
already implemented proper estimating and cost reduction
methods will share their experiences.

For further details, contact: WICMA R&D Centre

FCBM Managing Committee Meeting
FCBM Managing Committee Meeting was held at

Hyderabad on 8th June, 2008.

Routine matters were discussed as per agenda including
paper prices and other related matters.

President Mr. Satish Tyagi released the Technical Sessions
Proceedings Booklet of the 36th FCBM Conference held at
Varanasi.
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Over 85 organisations, who have installed Automatic Board
Plants, had assembled for the meeting. The profile of the
participants was pan India.

Mr. Kirit Modi of Horizon Packs presented an overview of
the scenario. He highlighted on why more and more
corrugators are switching to automatic plants. He said that
while customer’s mandate is the prime mover, technical up
gradation and need for increased production are the other
factors that have prompted the industry to move swiftly on
this path of modernization.

Mr. Ashok Vyas, of Nalanda Packaging gave a detailed
presentation on Costing of Corrugated Boxes Focussing
on Conversion Cost.

Mr. Ashok Vyas dwelt upon the pros and cons of Reverse
Auction. He said that in a situation where the prices and
supplies are being subject to increasing fluctuations,
participation in e-bidding would be not advisable.

Mr. R. G. Agarwala, Chairman Excise committee FCBM
talked on the Anomalies in Excise structure.

Meeting of All India Automatic Board Plant Owners
21st June, 2008 Mumbai

Mr. Ramkumar Sunkara in his vibrant presentation
highlighted the need for ways and means to overcome the
pressure of frequent increasing costs of paper by paper mills.
A strong and demanding industry aware of its contribution to
packaging and nation’s economy is the need of the hour, he
emphasized.

The time has come to project the corrugated packaging
industry as a strong and united body capable of demanding
from its customers not to treat corrugated packaging as a
commodity but as product that adds value and plays vital role
in the supply chain.

It was deliberated that in the current scenario, which is
very fluid, it will be very difficult to estimate the down the line
situation after 2-3 months. Everyone felt that taking part in
the Reverse Auction in such a scenario could be suicidal.

Mr. Harish Madan, Past President, FCBM, coordinated the
discussions.

The deliberations underlined the present scenario and the
need for taking urgent remedial action for the industry to survive
and progress.
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